RR aol I 


THE 


RESOLVING 


CONSCIENCE 
Upon this Queſtion. | 
Whether upon ſuch a ——_— or Caſc,as is now uſually made 
(The King will not diſcharge his truſt but is bent or ſeduced to 


ſubvert Religion, Laws,and Liberties) Subjects may take Arms 
and refiſt 2 and whether that caſe be now * : 


RESOLVED, 


1, That no Conſcience wpon ſuch a Suppeſition or Caſe can finds 4 ſafe and cleare 


ground for ſuch reſiſtance. 
II, That no manin Conſcience can be truly perfwaded , that the rehſtance now 


made is ſuch, as they themſelves pretend to, that plead for it in ſuch acaſe, 
III, That no man in Conſcience can be traly perſwaded that ſuch a caſe is now, 
that is, that rhe King will not diſcharge his truſt but 3s bent to ſubvert, 8c. 
| Whence it followeth, | -- 
That the refiſtance now made againſt the higher Power is unwarrantable,and 
according to the Apoſtle Damnable, Rome.1 2. | 
Alſo thar the ſhedding of bloud in the purſuit of this reſiſtance is Murder. 
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By H. Fz:xn D.D. &c 
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Woe unto thens that call evil good, and good evill, that put darkneſſe for light, and 
light for darkneſſe, Iſa. 5. 20+ | 
O my ſonle come not thoy into their ſecret. Gen. 49. 6, 
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$$ 
To all Miſſe-led People in this Land. 


MF Etharin theſe times will ſpeak any thing to the ko 8 in behalf 
we > of the King, is likely to do it upon diſadvantage; and be heard 
15 with prejudice : but they that would be profitably informed by 
x1 JE what they heare, muſt lend an equall care to what is-ſpoken ; 
2 5 whichT hope you wil do,being ſuch. for the molt partas profefſe 
2&& to make a conſcience of your ways.I deſire therfore of you, into 
whoſe hands this Tceatife ſhall come, that you would receiye it 
with minde and affetion, anſwerable to rhac wherewith it is offered to you, free 
from partiality and private reſpe&s; that you would conſider Caſes of Conſcience 
are written out of Conſcience : And were a diſtceſied Prince a fit objeR for flat- 
tery, or thiskind of inſtruction capable of tuch Language, yer is this a time for 
every man to inform and ſpeak his Conſcience ; and as many of you as ſhall read 
me in this Book, will, T hope,conceive,T had no other purpoſe in the publiſhing of 
it,thento give teſtimony to the Truth for the dixeRing of your Conſiences & the 
lifcharge of mine owne. I have therefore. written it plainly without affeRation 
of caripfity, h#vingreſpeR onely to your profit ; rhe Learned through the Land 
are ſufficiently perſwaded,and I may affure you all Ages have aſſerted this Truth, 
out of which I could have drawne a cloud of Witneſſes , and preſented them to 
your fipht, bur thought it more expedient for your direRtion , ts ſhew you 
the cleec light of Divine Scripture and reRifted Reaſort, the onely Rules of Con- 
ſcience : and if by theſe you ſhall be brought to {ee the crookednefſe of the New 
Do&rine of theſe times, and the uneven dangerous windings of this way of 
refiſtance I have gained the end of my deſires, and youhave not loſt by it. 

One thing I muſt note as ſtrange, that to diſcourſe upon this argument ſhould 
bethought (av'ir is by many) a work attogerher beyond the profetion of the Da- 
vine.. Indeed popular Seateſmen have always held it very impolitick and unrca- 
ſonable that SubjeRs ſhould not in dangers unaynent have means to lave them- 
ſelves by a Power of reſiſtance , -and accordingly framed their principles; and 

rounds of State as unqueſtionable. Wee examine not the power or wiſdome of 
Povi=ders, bur when we reccive their Law, Declaration , or Command , and 
know it in rernwas, underfiand itn the fente xt beaxes, certainly itbelongs to the 


Divine 


” 
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The Epiftle, &c. E | | 
Divihe 6 conſider whether itbe againſt Gods Law, and accordingly to inſtru 
his pcople, If it beagreed upon as a thit g known in this State ,, that the King is 
ahe higher Power according to S:Paul, the Supretve according to S;Peter « the Fa- 
ther of the Commonweatth according to the fit Coinmandmene;ſurely. it belongs tg 
the Divine to urge obedience , honour, and ſubjetion according to thoſe-places, 
and reprove refiflance forbiden there : Which obedience we acknowledge to be 
limited and circumſcribed by the eſtabliſhed Law s of the Land, and accordingly 
to be yielded or denied to the higher Power , if thoſe Laws be not repugnant to 
the Law of God : And for Refiftance , as we have not yetheard of any Law af 
the Land that commands or warrants it, ſo wee know that wete there any Law 
or Ordinance made to enjoyne it, ſuch would not bind, being againſt the Apoy 
{les expreſle prohibition, back'd with arguments drawn from the very reaſon uf 
Governinent, as ſhall be ſhewn in this following Treatiſe. _ 7: 2 
Be they who they will that preſent you with imminent dangers,and work upon 
your fears, that tell you of Fundamentall Laws , anddive you rules of policy &@ 
captivate your reaſon ; when all that's done , it isthe Divine that muſt kectle she 
Conſcience, which will nor be quier, if in yielding obedience to any Law or Qr- 
dinance, it comes to a ſuſpition, that ſuch an Ordinance of nant enirencheth @pom 
the Word of God. | | Wy 
Let mee cell you (for I ſuppoſe you follow this way # the fmplicity of your 
hearts how you are wrought upon by them that miſlead you» . You are deafe 
with according to your generall dehire of the continuance of true Religion and 
the SubjeRts Liberty , not according to the particular grounds of ſafety which 
conicience doth require : You are told, the Goſpel and your Liberties and allYou 
havearc in moſt imminent danger, and without taking Arms for the defence , ir- 
recoverably loft ; and rthatthis is lawfull by the Fundamentals of chis Kingdom : 
Youtmuſt rake all this upon trufl, without an expreſſe and particular warrant, to 
rule andſecure your Conſcience againſt the exprefſe words of the Apoſtle fotbid- 
ding refrftance, Rom.1 2. | 
You profefſe your felyes enemies to Popery, and good reaſon for it , but why 
ſhould you therefore be enemies to your King that declares againt it too.I would 
co:id' obſerve how, under pretence of keeping our Popety , you ate led in 
this way of refiſtanceby the like ſteps that brought Popery in.For examine your 
hearts and try the name of Parlament (which is of honoursble eftecm with all) 
he norraiſedts the like'exceſſe of .credit with you , as the name of the (4949 is 
with thePapifts ; if you have not within you a fricne thought of infalibilityin 
that grezxt Commeell, and fo with an implicit faith are ready ro receive and mayn- 
tain whatever isconcluded there ; if you be not drawn to beheve your Prince 1s 
minded to overthrow Religion, and upon ſuch a ſuppoſzll or belief (according to 
the very method of Jeſuiticall practices) to take up Arms againtt him. : 
A 2 0 
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So will you, if you looke not ro it, be. blindly carried on againſtalt cules of 
Conſcience; for you have neither certain knowledge of your Princes heartsto re- 
ſolve forrefiſtance upcn a ſypofall of ſuch -intentions in him ; nor. have you any: 
certain ruleto warrant the lawfulneſfe of reffting-upon futhlurpoall; and to te= 
cure you again the: Apoſtles prohibition, *and damnation laid npon ir; nor have 
you any judgement.of Charity in-concluding in ſuch intentions. in - your. Prince 
againſt his deepeſt proteſtations made in ſuch times of his difireſſe+, and without 
thatzall is nothing though you lay down. as you thinke , your lite for Religion. 
x Cor. 1 3- How much fafer wouldir be for you to be guided by the fire Tules of 
Conſcience, and (if it ſhould pleaſe Sod to bring upon you what you teare ) 
xo ſuffer unjuſtly., then- in the -unwarrantable prevention of it to doe un- 
juſtly. - 

To this purpoſe ſhall you have this Treatiſe ſpeaking to you for tlie- direFion 
of your Conſciences. If yoy think ir ſtrikes too boldly upon any thing concerning 
the Parliament, I defire de and theit favourable interpretation , faine wouldE 
Hlence every thought and word that may ſeemeto reflect npon that his Court ; 
bur what is neceſſary, T muſt ſpeak for Truth and Conſcience ſake, from whici1 
neither King nor Parliament ſhould make us {werve. Wee are tavght that Kings 
mult not be flattered ; and the people ought to learn , that Parkiaments umift not 
te Tdolized : That has. been often charged as a faulrupon tha Clergy , and This I 
fre is that fin of the people. which, together with the licentioutheſſe indulged 
back again to them, ha*s moved God to blow upon-that wifh*d: for fruit wee 
_ have reaped by this ſo defired a Parliament. | 
: For when ſee man is more ſenſible of every breach of his owne: Rights 
and Priviledges, then {of thoſe unparalleld breaches fo frequently. made upon 
Gods' publick Worſhi p , TI cannot but+ thinke the Lord will requite icof this 
Land ; and when I fee right and juſt ſubrer-redy,;- property and liberry expoſed 
to the will 'and power of cycry one that is pleaſed to conceive his: Neighbour 
a Maneye, andable to make him fo by commanding his goods and perſon, I 
cannor burcomplain'withthe Palmilt, Pſal.85, The forndatrons of the earth are 
ont of courſe; and appeal to-Heaven , Ariſe-O God , judge thou the earth. And I 
etuſt, that albeir this Spirit of ſeduction may prevaila while,and this way of re- 
fiſtance proſper, for the great bur juſt puniſhment of this finfull Land , the Lord 
will look down from Heaveu, and make Truth and Peace: again to flouriſh out 
of the earth, will look upon the face of his Anointed , and by this afliction-as by 
aloving correftion' make him great. Pſal.18.35. Great to the. mayntenance of 
Gods true Religion, and to the reſtoring. of the. peace and proſpetity-of this 
Kingdom; And Let all the people ſay, Amen, - | 


The 


THE CONTENTS. 
* . - | Sea, T. s : | | LA 
*” explization of the © ueſtion, and generall Reſolution of ito 
ScR.- II. The principle or ground o» which they go for Reſiſtance examined by 

Scripeare. T heir chief examples,(to which ſhould bave been added Libnab's7evolt,an- 
ſwered now in the laſt Seft,) Scriptures againft them , eſpecially that of the 1 3» tothe” 
Rom arged and cleared; where ſhewed, The King ts that higher Power. That all are 
forbidden to reſiſt even the Senate, which, by the fundamentalls of that State might 
challenge as much as our great Councell can. That prohibition. concerns all times ; and 
Was good, not oxety in that State, becauſe they were abſalute Monarches, but in all, 
States becanſe of the preſervation of Order which ſhould be in all, and was good not one- 
ly againſ# the Chriſtians, becauſe their Religio2 was enalledagainſs by Law, bat alſo as: 
gainſt the Senate ana People, thigh they were enſlaved. 

" SeR. Ii, Their principle examined b 'y reaſon, Of Fundamentalls, their ground. 
worke atcording to the pleaders for reſiſtance, is the originall of Power from the people ;. 
and their re-aſſuming it when the Prince will not diſcharge his ruſt. | 

The power it ſelſe, (diſtinguiſhe 4 from the deſigning of the Perſon, and the Qualif . 
Cation of it in ſeverall forms of government) i from God as an ordinauce or conſtitution 
nndcr that providence whereby Grd rules the whole morld, Creatures reaſonable as well 
45 unreaſonatle... : s | | | | 
-*ScA.1III: That Power cdrnnor be forfeited to the people or reaſſumed by them. They 
Cannot prove it by vertue f the firſt cleftiqn, or by ay capitulation or covenant,or the 
Oath betweene Prince aud people, © * © Re | 
"Sect, V.. Norcan'it be proved by t tie of means of ſafetywhich ſhould be 1n« 
every State to provide far it [elfe : but WRRLangers and conveniences wonld follow 
by ſuch means of ſafety as are pretended to,by reſuming the Power, x 

Set, VI. The Exmmnizaiion of the Refiftance now made Wheye ſhewen, that it i; 
ot ſuch as the 'y themſelues pretend to,who plead far 55; either for the generall and nya, 
nimoxs confent of the Kingdime ,; for it was not ſo agreed upon : or for the defenſrue way 
#f it ; becauſe the King i npon the defenſive, For he was not firſt in arms, and the Con-' 
rention muſFneeds appeare to be for ſomething the King hath right to hold or ts bound 
by oa1h tomaintain. Alſo becanſe to any mans Conſcience it will appeare ro bee an op= 
prgnation rather then a refiſtance or mere defence. - - I O92 

SeR. VIE, The Caſe ts not in being. No (, oiſciencecan conclude the King to be,what 
they would have him ſuppoſed : becauſe the jealouſies are groundleſſe, The King hath 
done ſufficient to clear them,by Promiſes, Proteſtations,atts of Grace, And ( onſcience if 
it hold the rule of (haritie will not againſt all thoſe conclude contrary intentions in him, 
npon then t9 ground reſiſtance but will if it will not be partiall, jndge the King hath of « 
fered ſuch reaſonable means of ſeenritie to this State as ought to have bin apprehended 
rather then this Kingdom embroyled in a crvill war,and Ireland neglefted, Laſtly,a Con 
ſcience that concludes for reſiſtance, wants the perſwaſion of faith, and the indgement” of 
charitie 1n an high meaſure, and cannot appeare ſafely at'Gods tribunall. The 


The Reſolving of Conſcience, Touching the unlawfulneſse of the 
IWarre and Re(iſtance now made againſt the King. 

\Arentable ate the diſtraRions of this Ringdomeand'the mote, be- 
g cauſethey garher firength from the name and authotity of ( hat, 
I; which as it is of high efteeine with all, fo ſhould ic be a remedy to all 
theſe our difletnpers) a Parliament + and from the pretended defence 
of thoſe things that are mol deare unto us, Religion, Liberties, Laws. 
Whercupon ſo many: good people, thar have come to a ſenſe of Reli- 


gion and godlincfſe, are miſerably carried away by a range implicite faith to be- 


| leeve, that whatſoever is ſaid or donetn the name of a Parliament,and in the preten- 
dcd defence of Religion, Liberties, Lawes, to be infallibly true, and altogether juſt. 
But he that will conſider,men are men, and would ſeeke a ſurer rule for his cone 


ſciencethen the Traditions or Ordinances of men taken hand over head, ſhall upon 


reaſonable examination find upon what plauſible bur groundleſke principles, upon 


what faire but deceiving pretences, upon what grievous but cauſcleſſe imputations. 
laid upotn Majeftie it fel a poore people are drawn into Arins againſt the duty and. 


allegiance they ow to their Prince by the Laws of God and man. For direQing the 
Conſcience in ſuch an examinatign this enſuing Diſcourſe 15 framed. as briefly agd 
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Phinly as the matter will permit. 


: $27 27 in reſolving upon a queltign, fi{t layes down the Propotition or | 


Principle or Ground'on which it gout ic aſſumes or applyes to the preſeat 


caſe; then it concludes and.reſolyes: as in thits queſtion, affirmatiyely for Re:;- 


Fance, thus,SubjeRs in ſuch a caſe may armand refilt : Bur that caſe is now come: 
Therefore now they may and doe juſtly refiſt, BY | 5 

Or negatively againſt Rehſtance, either by denying the Principle : SubjeRts may 
not in ſuch a caſearm and refilt ; therefore now they doe nor juſtly refiſt. Or by ad- 


mitting the Principle and denying the Caſe; Subjects in ſuch a caſe may arm and re- 


A. But thatcaſejs not now. Therefore ngw they do not . jaltly arm and.rehif 


What it is that Conſcience is here to. admit or deny, and how.ir oughtio-'con-. 
clude.ang reſolve, thisenſuing Treatiſe will diſcover ; which that it may more 


clearely appeare, we will premiſe, nt Ee Cas | 
Firit; char in the Propofition or Principle by the word Refrftarce is meammneta 


denying.gf obedience tothePrinces command, but a rifing in acms; 2. forcible refi< 
is 


{tince; this chough clear enough in the queiion;yer Ichought firto infnruats, erake 
ofthar fl imputation {aid upon theDivines of chis Kingdom, 8upon all tholthat 
appear for the King in this reuſt,chaothcy eddeavouted-to dofend ati abfolurt power 
in him,and £ raiſe hint toan Arbiraryway ofgoverattea; This we arcas much'a' 
ainflcn his patty.as again Refefiaace onthe ubgects parteFor we may 8 ought wo 

deny 


—_ _—_—___ co 


* be preconded to, yer" can itnover {ifir beqvitding to\knozw any thing)bexruly 
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The vefolwing of Conſcuhan9 ec, 
deny obedrene? to ſuch commands ofthe Prince,as arc ynlawkull by the [aw of 
God,yea, by theeſtabliſhed Laws ofthe Land : For in thefe we have his will 
and conſent given upon good advice, and to obey him. againſt the Laws, were 
toobey himagainſi himſelR,his fudden will againſt his deliberate will;buc 2 far 
other marter ir isto reſiſt by power of arms; avis in the queſtion implyed, and 
as ive {ce at this day to our aftoniſhment,firlt the power of arins taken fram rhe 
Prince by &tting up the /delrria, then that power uſed aeainft him by an army 
inthe field. oe ets | | 

Secondly ,we mult confider ghar they which plead for Reſiſtance in ſich 2 caſe 
as is ſuppoſed do grant it mult be concluded upen, Omibrus ordinibus reg con-. 
ſexmtientibru,that is, with the generall and unanimous confent of the Members of 
the tia Houſes, the repreſentative body of che whole Kingdom : alſo they yecld 
x muſt be onely Legitima defenfio, a mecr defenſive refitiance ; and this alto 
Conſcience mult take notice of, _ | 

Thirdly,it is conſfiderable,that in the ſuppoſition or caſe ic is hkewiſe granted 
by them,that the Prince mult firſt be lu and b diſpoſed,and bent to overthrow 
Religion, Liberties, Laws,and will nat diſcharge his truſt for the maintaining of 
them, before ſuch a Reſiſtance can be pretended to. And airhough the queliion is, 
and muſt be ſo put now,as that it ſeems to ftreighten the Cate,and make it de= 
pend upon the ſuppofall of rhe peoplezyet it fo much the maze enlarges the fal(- 
hood of the Principle,for it plainly {perks thus; If ſubjes belceve or yerily fup- 
poſe their Prince will change Religion. they may riſe in arms; whereas all that 
have pleaded for Reliſtance in cafe of Religion. did ſuppoie another Religion 
enjoyned upon the ſubject firſt. We will therefore endeayour to cleare all for 
the reſolving of Con fience in theſe three generalls : - | 

F. Thatno Canfcience upon ſuch a cafe as is ſuppoſed can find clear groynd 
ro reſt upon for ſuch refiſtance as is pretended to,bue according to the rules of 
Conſcience, #hat 5s not of faith is (ia:and, In du:btfull things the ſafer way is to 
be choſen; Conſcience K will fiad cauſe to forbeare and ro ſuffer, rather then re- 
fiſts doubrfull.I ſay,not that a Conſciencetruly informed will nor clearly ſee the 
antawfulneſſe ofthis Refiſtance. but becauſe no conſcience can berruly perfivg- 
ded of the lawfalneffe of i, and ſo that Conſcience that reſolves for x, myſt 
needs run doubtingly or blindl4 upon the worke. | 

JI. Thatthe-rcfiftance now uſed and made againſt the Prince is not fach as 
chey precend toJeither for that generall and unanimousconfentthat ſhould pre- 
cede it,or that defenſive way that ſhould accompany ic, according to theis awne 
orants that plead fterit,and therefore Conſticace cannot admir ſuch a xefiſtance 
as is made now adayes. 
IIT. K Conlciencecould be perfiyaded,chatir is lawful in ſuch a caſeto refit, 


and that this rifiing 19 arms is ſuch a refiſtance as they ſay may in ſuch a caſe 


- 


per- 


. Thereſolving of (onſcience,&c, 
petſwaded that ſuch a caſe is now come, that is, That the King refuſes to dif- 
- Charge his trufl, is bent to overthrow Religion, &c. and therefore Conſcience 
- cannot but reſolve, this Oppoſition and: RefxRance: to be unlawfull, unwarran- 
table, 'and (according to the Apofile,) damnabte ; and that people, running 
into arms withour ſufficient warrant, commir murder if they ſhed bloud mn 
the purſuit of this Refiſtance, and periſh in their own finne, ifdie in the cauſe. 
| nieoe tn? Rh SCT AE | 
Lit then, that the Principle is untrue upon which they go that reſiſt, and 
that Conſcience cannot fd clear ground to reſt. upon for making reſi- 
Rem.13.2 ſtance :-for it heares the Apoltle expreflely ſay, whoſoever re/ift (hall receive ts 
| themſelves damnation : and it cannor find-any limitation in Scripture that will 
-excuſe the Reliftance of rhele dayes.. | 
'The exception or limitation that is made,is taken from the Perſons reſi ſting, 
and the Cauſes of refiſtance,thus, They that are privateperſons and doe refit 
upon any cauſe receive damnation, bur the States or repreſentative body of the 
whole people may refiſt upon ſuch or ſuch. cauſes. Bur how will chis farisfic 
* Conſcience, when every diftintion-or limitation made upon any place of 
Scripture, muſt have its ground in Scripture ; this ha's onely fome examples in 
- Scripture that come not home to thecauſe. and fome appearances of Reaſon ; 
- which are calily refuted by clearer Scripture and Reafon. 
1 Sam,14.” | The examples alleadged are, I. The peoples reſcuing of Jonathan out of the 
hands of Sal. Arſw.Here the people drew not into arms of themſelves. but bes 
-ing there at Sauls command, did by a loving violence and impoctunitie hin- 
' der the execurion of a particular and paſſionate unlawfull command, - 
Il. Davids refiſting of Saul. Anſw.1. Davidsguard that hee had abour 
| h;m was onely to fecure his perſon againſt the 'cur-throats. of 'Sal, if ſent to 
rake away his life. 2.It was a meer defence without all violence offered to Sal; 
* therefore he till gave place as Saul purtued, and did no-a&t of hoflility to him 
orany of his Army when they were in his power, '1Sam.26. Burt thirdly, be- 
-caufle they'gather our of the x Sam:23.12. that David wovld have defended 
- Keilah again(t Saxl,ifthe Inhabitants would have been faithfull ro him. Wee 
ay that's onely an uncertain ſuppoſition,nor fit to ground Conſcience in this 
great point of refiftance ; alloto this and all other Davids deneanours, in has 
* ftanding our againlt'$ax/, we fay his example was extraordinary ; for he was 
anointed and defigned by the Lord to ſucceed Saw!, and therefore he might aſe 
an extraordinary way of ſafeguarding his perſon. args» | 
> -. Fheſe arethe chiefe examples. They make uſe alſo of the high Prieſts reſi- 
2Clwo26 g;ng the King in the remple,and E's ſhutting the doore againſt the, Kings 
' Meſſenger that came to take away his head ; and thelike 3 which ſpeake nor 
ſo much as the two former, having no appearance of ſuch refiflante «as \is ime 
plyed in the queſtion. But wee anſwer, t:That:of the {high Prieſt” is 
| more 
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morepertinently applyed ro the Popes powerof excommunicating and depo» 
ſing Kings, then to this power of relifling now uſed ; but truly roneither, 
For hedid no more then what every Miniſter may and ought to doe if a King 
Thould arcempt che adminiſtration of che Sacrament; that i, co reprove him, 
to keep the Elements frombirn, Ambroſe Biſhop of Milain withſtood the Em- 

Perourarthe entrance of Gods houſe, nor by kxcommunication , much leſle 
by torce of arms, but by letting him underſtand hee was nor fic for that place, 
there ro be made partaker of the holy chings,till./be had repzntedof thac outrage 
and bloo iſhedat TheſſaJonica, Vpon which the Empe rouc withdrew. 

ThePricſts here are {aid rothruſt him eutot the Yemple, bur wemuſt note 
Gods hand was firſt upon him ſmiting him withleprofie, and by that diſchar- 

ging him of the Kingdomealſo, Ic 1s added in the ext, yea himſelf al/o haſted 
ro goe 0ut,But enough of chis, | 

2. El:ſpa's exampleſpeaks very little, Butler us thence take occaſion to ſay, 
Tac Perſonall defeneeis lewfull againſt theſudden and illegall affaulcs of ſuck 
Meſſengers; yea,of the Prince himſelfthus far,to ward his blowes,to hold his 
hands,and the like: nor roendanger his perſon, not to return blows, no; for 
though it be naturall to defend a mans ſelf, yet the whole Common. wealth is 
concerned in his perſon,aswe ſee inthe Common-wealth efthecreatures, one 
parcicular nature will defend ic ſelf againſt another,bur yeeld ro the univerſall, 

If this be drawn from perſonal defence to the publick refitancenow uſed, as 
uſually they make the Argumentthus; Ifthe body naturall, then che body po-= 
litick may defend it ſelf, it a private perſon mnch morethe whole State may ; 
and they doe bur ſhut the way up againft the Kiog that comes to deſtroy his 
Parliament, and take away their heads. 

Weaanſwer : Asthenaturall body defends it ſelf againſt an outward force , 
but firives not by aſchiſmeor contention withia it ſelffo _ the body politick 
againſt an outward power,but not as now by one part of it ſec againfi the Head 
and-another part ofche ſame body;for that tendsto theditlolsticnof the whole, 
Again ; Perlonall defence may be without all offence, and decsnot trikear the 
order and power that is oyer us, as generall rcfiftance by Armesdoth , which 
cannot be without many unjuſt violences ,jand does immediately ſtrike at that 
order which is thelife ofa Commonwealth, And this makes a41arge difference 
*wixt E/i/ſpa's ſhutting the doore againſt this meſſenger, aod their ſhutting up 
the way againſt the King by armed men; nor can they conclude uponſuch au 
intention inthe Kings heart withour the Spirir of E/;/p4, He profefleth bee in= 
trends na yiolence to his Parliament,nor ha's hetaken away the head of any of 
theirs thac have fallen into his power, nor does deſire any other {puniſhment 
inflied upon any thar do oppoſe him , then what a Legall tryall ſhall 2diudge 
them to, which no good Subic ought roderline, | 

Now let us ſce how Scripture excludes this and all other exceptions, giving 
no allowance to refiftance, in regard of Perſons or Caules, or other pretences, 

and this not onely by exa.nples, but by precepr, co:iclulwoas, Reiolucions, 
which are mexceſafes B Fuſt 
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 Fuſt, wehavethetivo hundred and fifty Princes of che Congregation , ga» 
theriag the people againk A/o/es and 4ar0n, Nxmb. 1i6.3.and periſhing in their 
fin, If it be replyed,tbe perſons indeed were publick, bur riere was no cauſe for 
it ; Moſes and Harondid not deierve it, I anſwer, but the other ſuppoled they 
did, and that is row egough, ir ſeems , to make people not onely lay.to their 
Prince, 7 ou take too mrch upon yon,but cherefore to rile in armesalſo , which 
I hope will appeare to be yvithour cajiſe 200 in theend ofthis Treatile... 
Secondly ,ſce for the cauſe of Reſiltance,l Sax. 8.11.thereche people arelet 
co underftand how they ſhould be oppreſiced under Kings, yet all that violence 
and iniuſtice that ſhould be done. unto them is no iuſt caule of refiſtance, for 
they have no remedy left them but crying: tothe Lord, verſo 18,.. 
| Thirdly, we have nor onely example, but reſolution and concluſion out of 
Scripture. The people might not be gathered together either for Givill aſſem- 
blies , or for ware, but by his command chat had the-power of the Trumper , 
that is, the ſupreme.as Moſer was, N.4m#+19. | | 
* Alb when David had Sazland his army in his-power, he reſolves the mat- 
ter thus, bo can firetch out his hand againſt the Lords anoihted andbe guiltleſſe, 
1 $41426.9.1freplycd,now they intend not burt tothe Kings perlon; yet might 
not they as:well have hurt his perſon inthe day of battell, as any of chem thar 
wereſweptaway framabout himbyrhe furic of the Ordnance, which puts no 
difference *ewixt Kjyg and:;commonſouldiers>? _ X 
This alſo. muſt obſerve concerning.this point of reſiſtance , out of the Old 
Teſtament {for from hence have they alltheir ſcemipg inftances,) Thar it is'a 
mearyellousching, that ameng ſo mans Prophets reprehending the Kings of 
Ifracl and Tudah for idolatry, cruelty, opj r-{ion, none fhould call upon the 
Rlgcrs of chepeopile far this duty of Reſiſtance, 
But laftly,thar place of the Apoltle, Rom. 13 artfirit mentioned does aboveall 
giveusa car z:{ckitionupon thepointy now I fhalfreefcom all exceptions, 
Firſt, I may ſuppole, that che Kiag is the Syprexce, as 5. Petr calls him;-or 
the begmerpower , as © Pant bae,though it beby.lome now pur to the queſtion, 
as.oneabſurciy,. commonly :;begers another to defcad it ; bur I prove it,S, Peters 
ditintion comprehends allthar are in authority, The King as ſupreme, and. 
Poſe that areſent byhim, x Pet-2.42 inwhich latter rank are the tivo Houſes 
of Parliameur, being ſear by him , or ſent for by him, and by his Weir fitting 
there, 4 o by theOathot Supremacy it is acknewledged, That there is ng 
pewer aDove him without orwitbinthis Realm; ang that he is inall Cauſes and ; 
overail pzrſons ſupreme. Allo.acknowledged by the Petitions of the two houſes 
addrefledumo his Majeſty , whercin they fiyle, themlelves His loyal Subjetts 
Bur enough ofthis. | - : 
Secondly, in the text of the Apoſtle, ali perfons under the higher power axe 
expreſſcly forbidden to refift, For whoſoever, in thelecond verſe, muſt beas. 
large as theevery ſoalin the firſt,and the rehiſtance forbidden,here concerns all 
upon whom: the ſubicct is inioyned here, or Elle we-could not makethels 
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Vniverſals good againſt the Papiſts, cxceinpting the Pope and Clergy from the 
ſubjeRion, | 
Thirdly, lathoſedayesthere was a ſtanding and continuall great Senate , 
which not long before had the ſupreme power in theRomane Seate, and mjiohe 
chall-nge moreby the Fundamentals of thar Stare , then our great Councell 
(I think) will, or can, Butnow che Emperonr beino Supreme , S. Pezer calls 
him ; or the hight power, as S, Par! here, there is no power of refiftatice left 
roany that are under him, by the Apoſtle, This for the Perſons that ſhould re. 
GR, all areforbidden. Now conficver the Canfſe. | 
Fourthly, was there eyer more cauſe of reiftance then inthoſe dayes 2 were 
not the Kings thennot onely conceived co becnelined ſo and fo, bit even aRtu= 
ally were enemies to Religion, had oyerthrown Lawes and Libercies ? and 
chetfore if any ſhould from the Apoſtles reaſons that he gives againſt reſiftance 
inthe 3,45, vcrlcs, (For Rulers are not a terronr to good works but evill, and 
he i5 the min! fter of Goats thee for nord) reply , ThatRulersſolong as they are 
not a terrour tothe good, bur minitter for our good, are not to be refifled 7; the 
conſideration of thoſe times leaves no place for ſuch exception, becauſethe 
Powers.then (which the Apoſtle forbids to refiſt ) were nothing ſo, bur ſubs 
yertersof thatwh'ich was good and juſt, ha 
If it be replyed,That prohibition was ternporary and fic for thoſe times; as it 
is ſaid by ſome, 1 anſwer, f, This is a new exception neyer heardof ( Ichink ) 
bur intheſe times, 2.1t is groundl:fle and againft the Texr, for the reaſons cf the 
prohibition in che 3,4z5,6, verles,are perpecual], from that order,thart good,for 
whichthe powers are 0:daitied of God, which will be of force as long as there 
is government, and will alwayes be reafons againſt refiftance ; becauſe refi. 
Rance (though it be made againſt abuſed powers as then they were) doth tend 
to the diflolut'ion of that order, for which the power it ſe]f is ſer up of God. By' 
which alſo that other diſtinRion of theirs is made void, when as they reply, as 
they think, acutely, That they refift not the power,but the abuſe of the poxer.” 
Itis alſo avſwered by ſome, thar the Emperors then were abſolure Monarchs, 
and therefore not to be reſiſted. I anſwer: They did indced rule abſolutely and 
2rbitrarily, which ſhould have,according tothe principles of theſe dayet,becn 
a (ironger motiye to reſiſt, But how did they make themſelves of SubjeRts ſuch 
abſolute Monarchs, was it not by force 2nd change of the governmentzand was 
noc the right of the people & Senate (according to thePrinciples of theſe dajes) 
good againſt them wich as inuch or mererealon , then tle right ofthe people 
of this Land is : gainft the ſvcccflion of this Crown deſcending by three Con- 
queſts? And this I fpeak notto win an Atvitrary power of ſuch as Conque= 
roursuſe, unto this Crown, bu: onely to ſhew that Refiance can be no more 
made againfl the Kings of £7g/:nd, than it could againſt thoſe 'Emperours, 
Nay, with lefſe reaſon againſt chem,then theſe, | | 
Laſtly, it isreplyed , That Chriſtian Religion was then enzQed againſt by 
Law; but the Religion contended for is — by Lay, I anſwer ; mY 
2 the 


4 


3 The reſolving of Conſcience,&c, | 

the Religion eſtabliſhed denied i© any that now fight for jt? Shall the Apoſtles 
prohibition be good againſt Chiſtians in the behalfe of aEuall Tyrants perſe- 
curing thar Religion , and not againſt SubieRs freely enioyirg the Retigion 
eltabliſhed ? Or may Proteſtants upon a icaloufie refilt a Proteſtant King pro- 
feſfing the ſame Religion, and pronuſing to conſerve it entire ts them? 

2.T nc prohibition dees not only concern,Chrifſtians, bur all the people under. * 
thoſe Emperours and not only Religion was perſecuted, ;bur liberties alſo loſt , 
the peopleand Senate were enſlaved by Edits and I awes then inforced upon 
them, & they (according to the principles of theſe dayes} might refift, norwitl.= 
tanding theApoſtles prohibition, & the Lawsthen forced upon them or elſe the 
State,as they uſually fay,had not means to provide forits ſatety,Thusone phan- 
ke of theirs thwarrs another, becauſe both are groundleſs, But moreanon ofthofe 
means of ſafty they ſuppoſe to-be in eyery Seite, by che power of Rehiſtance. 

Hitherto of Scripture, which is moſi powerful againſt Refiſtance, in thepro- 
kibi:ion &the reaſons of it, by which Conſcience willclearly ſec, it can haveno 
warraut fromScripture for Reſiſtance, Now letus try what Reaſon can eaforce. 
Þ2: proving this Power of rcfiſtance, there is much ſpecch.uſed about the. 

Fundamentals of this government , which becauſe they lie low and unſcen 
by vulgareycs,. being not written Lawes, the people arecafily made to beliqve 
they arc ſuch 2sthey (that have pawer to bu Id new Laws upon them) fay they. 
are, And indeed none fo fit toiudgeof themas they ; Yet this we know , and 
every one that can uſe his reaſon knows, that the Fundamentallsmuſt needs be 
ſuch as will bear theſertled government of this Land , ſuch as arenor contra... 
diftory co the written eftabliſhed Laws: but both the governmene we ſeeuſed 
ip this Land, andthe written Laws which wereade, muſt have a corre{pon.. 
Ecrcy and analogie of re:ſonto theſe,Fundamentalls, and theyto.thcle, 

 Wellthen, they char plead for power of reſiſtance in.the peopleylay the firſt 
round work of their Fundamentals chus :. Power is originally in and ſrom the 
peop'e, and if when by cleRtion they have intrufted a Prince with cliepower, 
tic willnot difcharge his cruſt, then itfalls cothe people ; or, as inthis King 
dom, tothe two bouſes of Parliament (che mens 206. body of thepeople) 
co ſee ta it;they may reaſſume the power. ' 

This isthe bottom of t1e;r Fundamentals as tliey are now diſcovered ta 
the reople, But here we may take notice bythe way, that however the Funda- 
renta'scf this Government are michtalked of, this is according to them the 
Fundamentall in-all Kingdomes and Governments; for they ſay power was- 
every where from the peopleat firſt, and fo this will ſerve no more forthe 
power cf reliftance in England, then in France, or Turkey: but if this nvult be a 
Fundamental), it isſuch an one as upon itthis Goyernment cannor be built, bur 
Confuſton and Anarchy may readily be raiſed ; as ſhall appear by the cleafing 
of theſc two particulars, Whether the power be ſo originally and cheifly from 
the peopleas they wouid have it; then, Whether they may ufen ſuch cauſes re-. 
Mime that poyer. | oy EE Kirſt, 
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Firfd,of the originall of power, which they will have ſo from the peoplezthat 
it ſhall be from God only by a kind of permiſſive approbation, as we may ſee 
by the Obſervator, and all other that plead for this power of reſiſtance. Wee 
muft here diſtinguiſh what the writers of.cbe other ſide ſeeme to confound, to. 
wit,the Power itlclfe, (whichis a ſufficiency of authority for command and co- 
ercion in the governing of a people) from the deſigning of the Perſonto beare 
thar powwer,and the aualsfication of that power according to the divers wayes 
of executing it in ſcverall forms of government; and then we grant that the de. 
figning of the perſon is ſometimes from the people by choice, and that the 
powerof the Prince receiving qualification by joint conſent of himſelfe and 
the peop'e, is limited by the laws made wich ſuch conſent ; but the power jr 
ſelf 15 of God origwally and chiefly, which we prove by Scripture and Reaſon. 

Firtt, by ſuch places of Scripture as plainly ſhew an ordaining and appoin- 
ting, rather than a permiſſion or approbation: | 

x..Thc Apoſtle ſpeaks it expreſly,7hepowers are Fl God,Rom.s 3.1 and the 
ordinance of God, v.3.5,Peter indeed faith, ev:ry ordinance of man, 1 E piſt.2- 
bur of 7147 there, and of God here is much differing xthereir is arypounirgof man, 
fubjetive,that is,every ordinance or power ſet up amongſt men ; but hercir is 
270 Oced, of God,canſaliter,that is, from him, his ordinance; ang if in that ey 
worry therebeimplyed any creationor cauſality., orinyention of man, itre- 
tpecs che qualification of thepower according to the forms of ſeyerall goyern- 
ments and offices in them, which are from the inventian of man; it does not 
make the power it ſelfe the creation of man, which is the conſtitution and or- 
dinanceof Gad ;.and men are not only naturally bent to ſociety, bur alſoare 
bound,as they are reaſonablecceatures, to ſet u9 and live ugder government, a3 
' under Harder of that providence by which theworld is governed, 

2.Heis cailed the miiſrer of God, v.gbutif fo from the people and no other- 
wiſe from God then they would have him, he ſhould be inifter popsls rather; 
he jsinleedtheir miniſter for cheir good, which makesthe people co be the end: 
of chis governing power,not the fountain and originall of it.: thereforc the ne-. 
ceſſity of ſubjeCtion urged in v. 5. ha's a double ground rhe ordinance of God, 
wholeminifters Rulers are,there's the fountain and originall of power to go- 
vern ;then the peoples goog,uponwhich Rulers ought to atrend, that is an end- 
of the governing power. 

3. Tothe lame purpoſe ſpeikthoſe other places, by me Kings reign: and, 
Thaveſas 7, yeare Gods,Pla $2.iarclation to. whick'our Sayiour faith, Ioh.10, 
they are called Gods to whom the word of God came, that dixi, thar words the. 
command,theiſluing out as it weze the. commiſſion for the ſertingup ofa goo 
yerning.-power among the people, 

Theſe places cannot be ſatisfied with that poor-part, they on the other fide. 
leavero Godin the ſetting up of power for the governing of men, that is,to ap- 
prove it when the people haye created or invent: d it. Indeed if weconfider the 
qualification ofthis geyerning power, and the manger ot exccuting it ac- 
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cording totheſeverall formes of goyernmenr, we granted it before to be the 
-invention.of man;and when ſuch a qualification or forme is orderly agreed 


vpen, weſay ithath Gods permifſiveapprodation, = 
* And thereforethe'impuration. iscaaftefſe which rhe Pleacers on the other 
fide doe heedlefſely and ignorantly lay upon us Divines, 9s if wee cryed up 


Monarchy, and chatoiily government to be jure divino, For although Mo- 


narchy has this excellericy, that the Government God ſer upover his people 
ir: the perſon of Moſes, the Iudges, and the Kings, was Monarchicall ; yer 
we corifcffethar nther chat, nor &riftocracy, or any other forme is j#re 
divino z but we fay the power it ſelf, orthar ſufficiency of Anthoricy to go- 
vern, which is in Monarchy or Ariftocracie, abftrafy confilered from the 
qualifications of either form, is an efflu.r or conſtitution ſubordinate to that 
Providece, an ordinance of that P2zx1, that falene p/ord by which the world 
wasat firſt madegand is til! governed under God, {- 

S-condly avthif 3ppaares by.the former places of Scripture, ſo is ic alſo ſuits 
ble to Reaſon: Beeave God doth poyernall creatures, Reafonable as well as 
Vanreafonable; the inferiour or lower world he goyeros by th>hreayens or ſfu- 
periour bodies, according to thoſe influencesand powers he has pat intothem z; 
and the reaſonable creatures, Men, he governs too by ethers ſetup in hisflead 
ever them : for whichthey are called Gods, becayfe in his teadover the peo- 
ple: and the powervarefaid to be wr ©20d rriay ltr, Rom. 13 1. notonely Sr 
ec? from; God, but alfo as orders ranked undef hini tos, ſubordinatetothar 
ptovicierce by which all creatures are governed; 

Theſe bis Miniſters he ſometimes defipned irnriediately by himſelf, as Mo. 
fes, the Indges, Stu}, Dayid, &e; Now he defighes his Vicegerents on earth 
mediately as by eleRion of thepeople; by ſurcefſiori or inhericance, by con» 
queſt, &c, To' conetade; The power it ſelfe of goyernment is of God, how- 
ever the perfon be defigned, or that power qualified according to the ſeverall 
formes ofgoyernment by thofe Lawes that are eſtabliſhed, or thoſe orants 
that are proeured for the peoples ſecurity. Thus much of the originall of 
Power, B78 ks | 
| 8ECT, F711 

Ow we coine to the Forfeiture, 2s T may callit, ofchis power. If che 

Prince,fay chey, will nor diſcharge his cruſt, thenit fallsto the people or 
the two Houſes (thereprferititive body of the people) to ſetto it, and to reaſ. 
ſumie'th#t power, arid thereby to reſiſt, This they conceive to follow upon the 


- derivation cf power from the people by vertue 6f eſeR.on,and uponthe ſtipulae 


rior of ceveuant of the Prince with the people,as alfo robe necelſzryin regard 
of thoſe meancs of ſafety, which every Sate ſhould have within it ſe!f, We will 
examine thein in order, and ſhall findche arguments conſequent, 

- Concerning the derivation ofpower, we anſwer, Fitt,if ic be not from the 
peop!e, as they will have ir;and as beforeic was clexted, then canthere beno re- 
afſitming of this power by the people ; thats plaine by their own argument, * 

Secoudly, 
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Secondly, if the people ſhould give the power fo abſolutely as they would 
haye it, leaving nothing to God in ic but approbation, yet could they nor thete- 
forehave right to take that power away. For many things which are alcoge- 
ther ia our diſpoſing before we part with them, arc notafrerward in opr power 
to recall; eſpccially fuch in which there redounds.co God an intere by the do- 
nation,as in things devoted, though afterward they cometo be abuſed, So al- 
though it were, as they would haye it, that they give thepower and God ap 
proves; yet becauſethe Lords hand alſo and kisoyle is upon the perſon. cle&:dto 
the Crown,& then he is the Lords anointed, & the miniſter of God, thoſe hands 
ofche people which were uſed in litting him up to the Gxrowh,may not again be 
lifted up againſt him, cither to take the Crown from his head, or the ſword out 
of his hand, This will not a true-informed Conſcience dareto doe. 
Thirdly,bow ſhallche Conſcience be ſatisfied that this their argument, groun- - 
ded upon cletion and che derivation of power from thepeople;can haveplacein 
this kingdom, when as the Crown not only deſcends by inheritance: but alſo 
has ſo often been ſetled by Conqueſt in the lines of Saxzons,Danes, and Nor. 
mans ? Inanſweringto this they look beyond all theſe, and ſay,theright (is Rill 
goodto the people by reaſon of rheir firſt elcRion, I anſwer, Sorhenthat firſt e= | 
IeRion muſt be (uppoſed here,& ſuppoſed gaod againſt all othertitles, orelſerhis 
power of reſiſtancefalls ro the ground. 1r is probable jndeed sHot Kings arfirft 
were by choice here as eiſyhere; but can Conſcience rot ypon ſuchzemere pro- 
babilicies for reſiſtance, or think that firſt eleRion will give ic power againRtPrin- 
cesthat donot claimby it, We tellthem.che Roman Emperonurs-were not cobe 
refifted ,Rom,13. 2, they reply, as we had it above, thatthey wee abſolute Mo. 
narchs, But how camechey of ſubics to be abſolure Monarchs? was.it any 04 
therwlte than by force and arms? the way, that the Saxans,Danes,and Normans 
made themſelves maſters ofthis people,& was not the rightofchepcople as good 
againſt them for the power of refiftance, by virtue of the firſt election, as well as 
of the people of chis Land,agaipſt their Kings after ſo many conqueſts;?, This I 
| ſpeak not as ifthe Kings of this Land migat gle as conquerors, God forbid, But 
ro ſh:iv this lender plea of che firſt eleftiqn can no more take place againſt the 
Kings ofthis Lan',roan it could again{t the Roman Monarchs, cipecially accor- 
ding to their argument.that hold all power origina)ly'from the people,& that(as 
weobſerved abave)to be the fundamentallof all government, Therfoce whether 
Kings were in this. Landar fiilt by clectignor no, weacknowledge what belongs 
to the duty of a Prince in doing 1uſtice:3nd.equity, Wiac Grants alſo, Lawes, 
Priviledges have fince tho'c conquelts beeneprocured orgetored tothe people, 
unto all thoſe the King is bouncs . But yet nor bound under forfcicers of bis 
power to the people, which now comes to be examined in that capitulation or 
eoyenant he is ſaid to enter with the people, . , | | 
In the next place therfapge, Thax capitulation or eovenant, and the oath which 
the Prince takes trocoufirme what he.promiſeth, are ſo alledged, as if the breach: 
or non-performance@n the Princes part werea forteiture of his poyyer, Bus He + 
—_— 
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anſwer, the words capirn/ation or covenantrare now much uſed tomake men be. 
licyethe Kings admitrance to the Crown is altogether conditionall, as inthe 
meetly cle&ive kingdoms of Polonia, Swedeland,&c.whereas our King ts King 
before he comes to \ Coronation, which is ſooner or laterat his pleature, bur 
2lwaies to be induetime in tegard ofthar fecurity bis people receive by his ta. 
king the oath, and he again mutually from them, in which performance there is 
ſomething like a covenant, all but the forfcicure, The King there promiſes and 
binds himſelf by oath-to performance, Could they in this covenant ſhew us 
ſuch an agreement between the King and his people, char in cafe he will nce 
-diſcharge his cruſt; then it ſhall be lawfull for the States of the kingdome by 
armes to reſiſt, and provide for the ſafety thereof, ic were ſomething. 

If it be ſaid,that ſo much is implied in the firſt eleRionz we anſwer, weexa. 
mined that ſlender plea of the firſt cleRion above, as it was thought ro be a derj= 
vation of power:Now as it isthought to have acoyenant init, we ſay,thatuſually 
in all Empires the higher we ariſc,the freer we find the Kings, & ſtill downwards 
the people have gained upon them : For at firſt when people choſe thei: Rulers, 
they did asTuſtinein the begining ofhis hiſtory obſeryes,refign rhemſelves co be 
' .governed by ſuch, of whoſe prudence and moderation they had experience, and 
then, arbitria Principum pro legibus erant, thewill and diſcretion of the Prince 
\was law unto'the people ; but men were-men though in Gods place, and there. 
| Fore for the reflraint of that power, with conſent of the Prince, ſuch Lawes 

have beeneftill procured by the people, as might make for their ſecurity. 

Now from apromiſethe king makes for doing iuſtice(the duty ofeveryPrince) 
forthecontinuingthoſepriviledges, immunities, that bave been granted or refto- 
redtotke people, and forthe obſerving of thoſe laws that haye been eſtabliſhed 
| With the Princes conſent, 8 from that oath (by which for the greater ſecurity of 
the people he binds himſelfro the performance of the premiſes) 10 infer a greac 
obligation licth upon him, is right, butto gather thence a forfeitureof his power 
-vpon the not performance, isa plain but dangerous inconſequent argument, 

And thovgh ſuch argument may ſeem to have ſome force in Srates meerly ele- 
ive and pactionall, yetcan it never be madeto appear to ahy indiffcrent under. 
ſanding,that the likemuſt obtain inthis kingdom.And co thispurpoſe Phil, Pa. 
reus excuſeth what his father had written more harſhly upon Rom. 12, inthe 
point of reſiſtance, that it was to be underfiood of eleAtiveand paRtionall go- 
vernmenr,notto thepreiudice of England, or ſuch Monarchies, For where the 
King,as it is ſaid, never dics, where he is King before oath or coronation, where 
he is not admitted upon any ſuch capitulation as gives any power to the people, 
or their xepreſentative body, as 1s pretended ro ; Nay, wherethat body cannor 
meet bur bythe will of the Prince, and is diſſuluble at his pleaſure; that here 
in ſuch a State, ſuch a power ſhould bee pretended to, and uicd againſt rie 
Prince, as at this day; and that according to the Fundamentalls of fuch a 
State, can never appeare reafcnable to any indiffe:ent iudgement, much lefſe 
datisfie Conſcience inthe refiftance thar is now made by ſuch a pretended power, 

What 


: 4 


The reſolving of Conſcience, exc. -. n 
What thei ſhall wefay? Is the King not bound to perform ? Yes, by all means. 
Or ha's henwt alumited power according-to the Laws? Yes, What then if he will 
' taketohim{df more power, or not coun waat he ts bound to ?. Suppoſe that 
(though thanks be to God weare not come to that) than may the Suviects - uſe 


all fair means asare fit to. uſe, cryes to God, Petitions to the: Prince, denzalls - 


of obedienceto his unlawfull commands, denyalls of ſubſidy, ayd, &c. But are 
they lefe without all means to compell by force and reſiſtance? This however i: 
- may at- firſt ſight! ſeem unreaſonable to the people, and very impokitick to the 
Stateſinan, yet ha's Scripture forbidden it, as before was plainly ſhewed, and fo 
doth Reaſon too, 28 will appear in the examination of thar laſt proof they make 
for reaſſuming this power and reſiſting, trom that neceſſity of mcans x 
which every State is to have withia it {cif ; OF which now. 


| SECT. FF. OP 
JN: the latt place it is thus reaſoned, Were 1t not fo that the two Houſes might 
take and uſe this power, the State ſhould not- have means to providefor 1t;s 
own fatty, when the King ſhall pleaſe to.deſert His Parliament, deny His conſent 
to their bills, abuſe His power, &c. So they. ER 
When right and 1uft will-not defend ta hing then Neceflity is uſually pleaded ; as 
if; -becauſe Sal populiin a good ſenſe is Suprema lex, every thing inuſt be hoadſt 
w _ is Sparta Pile, imagined to conduce to the propoſed end. We anſwer 
th<retore. | 
' 22x, They have many weapons ſharpened for this refiſtance at the Philiſtins forge, 
arguments borrowed from the Roman Schools, among:them this 5s one, the very 
reajon that is made for the Popes power .of curbing or depoſing Kings in caſe of 
Hereſie. 'For if therebe not that power-in the Church, fay they, then in caſe the 
'Civill- Magiſtrate w ill not diſcharge his truſt, the Church ha's not means for the 
«maintenance of the Catholike faith and its own iafety. Well,as we reply to them, 
- the Church has means of preſerving the faith, ſuch as God has appointed, though 
not that of one viſible head, which though at tuft ſeems plauſible for preſerving the 
- Unity of faith, yet has experience ſhown'it, to be indead the means to;bring much 
.mifc hief upon_the Church : So to the other we fay, The State has means of pre- 
ſervation ſuch as the Law has preſcribed, though not ſach as are here pretended 
-toin this power of refiſtance; which though ſeemingly plauſible, yet true reaſon 
\ :will conclude them dangerous, aud at this day, God knows, we fee it, Of this m 
the 4. anſwer more particularly, Sees One 
'* 2... Ifevery State has ſuch means to provide for its ſaſety, what means of fafety 
| had the Chriſtian Religion under the Roman Emperours 1n and aftcr the Apoſtles 
' times? Or the people then enſlaved, what means had they for their Livertics ? Had 
they this of refſtance ?- Terru/lian im his Apology fayes, the Chriſtians had num- 
ber and force ſufficient *to:gvithſtand,- but they had no warrant z and the Apoſtle 
- expreſſly torbxis them, and all other m_ the higher power, to a ' S 
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IF it bereplyed, as it- was atove touched, That things being fo enxdted by 
Law, it wasnot -lawfull for them to reſiſt. I anſwer, But it is known that not 
onely thoſe Edits which concerned Chriſtian Religion, but alſo all other that 
proceeded from thoſe Emperours and enſlaved the pzople, were meerly arbitrary 
and enforced upon the Senate, and. that the Senate did not diſcharge their truſt in 
conſenting to then?, and therefore according to the former poſition the people 
might reſiſt, notwithſtanding the Apoſtles prohibition, or elſe no means of ſat<ty 
left in that State. _ X | 

So would it be in ths State, if at any time a King that would rule arbitrarily, 
as thoſe Emperours did, ſhould by ſome means or other work out of two Houſcs 
the better aftected , and by the Conſent of the Mator part of them that remain, 
compaſic lis defires ; might the peoplethen reſiſt > The Apoſtle forbids it to them 
as well as to the Romans in fucha caſe: if fo, where are th:{e means of ſatety by 
this Power of reſiſtance ? Or are theſe means of ſafety extinR in the Conſent of 
the Senate, or the two Houſes ? No, the people will tell them they diſcharge not 
their truſt, they choſe them not to. betray them, enflave them; bur according to 
the principles now taught-th:m, they mizht lay hold upon this power of rc- 
ſiſtance, for their repreſentative body claims 1t by them. : 


Thirdly weanſwer, We cannot exp<& abſolute means of. ſafcty and ſecurity in 
g State, but ſuch as arc reaſonable ; ad ſuch. are provided, eſpecially in the fun- 
damentalls of this Government, by that excellent temper of. the. three Eſtates in 
Parliament, there being a power of denyivg in cach of them, and no power of 
eaacting in one or two of them without the third ; which as it is for the ſecurity 
of the Commonwealth (tor what might follow if the King and Lords. withous 
the Commons, or theſe and the Lords without the King, might determiae,,the 
evils of -theſe dayes do ſhew) fo is this power of denying, for the ſecurity.of each 
State againſt other, of the Commons againſt the King and Lords, of the Lords 


azainſt them : and muſt the King truſt onely, and not be truſted ? Muſt not healfo. 
have his ſecurity againlt the other, which he cannot hav< but by Power of den;- 


ing? This is that Temper of the three Eſtates in Parliament, th: due obſerving 


whereof, in the moderate uſe of this Power of denying, 1s the reaſonabl- means -. 


of this States fafcty : But now not onely the name of Parliameat, which implyes 
the three Eſtates, 1s reſtrained uſually to the two Houſes, but alfo that Temper is 
diflolved. I need not ſpeak it, the diſtrations and convulſions of the whole 
Commonwealth, as the diſtempers 111a naturall body, do ſuthciently ſhew ſuch 
a diſſolution, and what's th cauſe of it. 5 P» 
If it bercplyed, as it 1s, for the reaſonablenefle of theſe means of fafety,through 
that Power of reiiſtance and the tinall truſt repoſed in the repreſentative body of 
the people, That many ſee more then one, and 1nore fafcty in the tudgement of 
mary then cf one. Az/. True. But 1. Conſcience might here demand for its 


fitisfaction, Why ſhould an hundred in th: Houſe of Commons tee more then 


three hundred ; or twenty in the Lords Houſe, more then ſixty that are of -diffi- 


rat 1ndgement and. withdrayyn ? | 2, Reaſon 


a F. » 
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2, Reaſon doth ſuppoſ;, That the Prince, though one, ſees with the eyes of 

many, yea with their eyes who are of different indgement from him, for which 
his Houſes of Parltarent are his great Councell to preſent to his eyes the differer- 
ces of things with the reaſons of them ; and albeit he ſometimes diſſents from the 
Maior or prevailing part, becauſe he is convinced 1 his own judgement they ſeck 
themſelves not his or the- putlike good, or for other reaſons that may pertwade 
him againſt their Vote, yet have all times thought good to have Kings, and to rc- 
duce the iudgement of many uato one. The Government which God made choice 
of to {et up among his people was Monarchicall {ti]1, firſt in Moſes, then in the 
Judges, then in the Kings ; yea generally all Authors yeild, and experience has 
taught it, That Monarchy is a better government thea Ariſtocracy, becauſe the 
Tyranny and Miſcarriage of one, ſometime happening ina Monarch, is nothing 
fo dangerous as Oligarchy, Faction, and Diviſion uſually incident to Ariſtocracy 
or the Government by many equals. Again, as all times have thought it reafon- 
able to have Monarchy, which ſettles the chief power and tinall 1dgement in 
One; fo will there be alwayes ſuihicient reaſon to withhold the King from a will- 
fall denyall of his Conſeat to the free and unanimous Vote of his Houſes : .he can- 
not but ſee there will alwayes be ſome neceflary good accrewing to him by his 
Parliament, that will keep him in all reaſon from doing fo, and no caſes can be 
put:or inconveniences feared upon his power of denying, but greater and moge 
eminent will appear upon his aot having it, as has been inſinuated, and now do. 
follow. 

Fourthly therefore and laſtly weanſiver. Such power of reſiſtance would be 
no fit means of ſafety to a State, but prove a remedy worſe then the difcaſe. This 
is very plain by the drift of the Apoſtles: reaſons which he gave againſt reſiſtance, 
in the 3, 4, 5, 6, Verſe of the 13. to the Romans, in which we may conſider, that, 
although the Powers then were altogether uniuſt, tyrannicall, fxoverters of true 
Religion, nothing anſweratle to the end for which the Goveraing power 1s or- 
dained, yet dcth the Apoſtle draw his reaſons againſt the refiſting of them, from - 
that good, that juſtice, that order f-r which God hath ſct up the higher powers ; 
to infinuate, that the reſiſting of the higher powers, event when they are fo, does 
tend to the overthrow of that order which is thelife of a Commonwealth y and - 
this not onely becauſe there 1s (till order under tyranny, but chiefly becauſe, if. it 
were good an lawfult to reſiſt the power, when abulcd, it would open a way to 
the people upon the like pretences to teſiſt and overthrow evan Powers duty ad- 
miniſtred for the executing of wrath upon them that do evill. 

' Tenter this diſco:rſe, not to caſt the leaſt blemyh upon Parliaments (which 
are an onely remedy for diſtempers of the Kingdom) not to refle& upoi the ' 
tentions of thoſe that are yet reſident in that high Court, (unto God, the icdge 
all, they ſtand or fall) not to raiſe jcalouſies, bur to ſettle Conſcience, and 3a tt 
way. of reaſoning to {hew according to the Apoliles reaſons what.dangers 22: 
evils may enſue upon this poyer of _ q 
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_ Forkirſt of all; This power of reſiſtaace, if admitted and purſued may proceed 
to a change of Government, the Principles. that now are gone-upon, aint have _ 
carricd it fo farre as we ſee at this dy, may abfo lead it on to that greatclt of evils :, 
and;F have heard and ſeen it defended by the example of the Low=countreys ; how, 
they excuſe it, throughly I examine: not; but this I am fare they can ſay, That their 
Prince, ſucceedingin the right of the Duke of Burganiy was admitted upon other 
conditions then the Kings of Eng/andare : Al that a contrary Religion was en-. 
forced upon:them by a terrible Inquiſition, whereas: they that do reſift the higher 
Powers here, do freely enioy their Religion, and have the Princes promiſe and, 
Proteſtation for ir. | 
Secondly, This power of reſiſtance when ſed, and purſaed, is accompanied 
with the evils of Civill warre z Former times ſhew it, and how tttle was gained” 
 byitbeſide the expence of bloud ; as whenall was referred to therule and diſpo- 
ſngof the x2 Peers, low long laſted it? what ſecurity: had the State by it ? and at, 
this day we feel and-groan under the evils brought upory us through this power of 
refiſtance; the Lxvr ſilkenced, the Property and Liberty of the Suviet every. where 
invaded: and the Lord knows when or how we ſhall be reſtored tothe, or bet- 
ter ſecuredifn them by this way. Thirdly, We fee the danger, if (as it is now faid,: - 
for the juſtifying of this power of reſiſtance, Fhe King will not. diſcharge His 
traſt, and:thercfore it falls to the repreſentative body'of tie people to ſee to ity fo): - 
the People being diſcontented, and having gotters power ſhall fay, The Members 
of the two houſcs do not diſcharge the truſt committed to them, they do not that 
for which'they were choſerrand ſent for, ther may the multitude by this rule and | 
principle now taught theta take thePower to themſelves, it being claimed by.them, 
and-jay to them as Namb. 16. Te tk; roo: mach wp>n you, or, as Gade and Tylar, . 
boaſt themſelves Reformers of the Commonwealth,overthrow Kjngz and Parkia». 
ment, filtall with rapineand confuſion, draw all to'a Fotkmoat, and make every 
Shirea feveratl' Government. Thete are Dangers» and Bvils not conceived in the : 
phanſie,. but fuck as reaſon tells-us may follow, and experience hath often;and this; 
daydothfhew-us, doariſe'upon this Power at refiftance, :and for the preventing ; 
which, the' Apoſtle gave his reaſoresagainlt reſiſting even of abuſed Powers, as; 
weheard:above- Laſtly therefore, Secing ſome mult betruſted-ivevery State, *tis ; 
raſon the hight andfinall, truſt houkt be In the' higher oriſupreme Power-with . 
whom next:to himſelf God hathrintruſted the whole K1;1gdonn, all other that have 
power and truſt, haviag it under him as fent-by: tym: ; ' Good reaſon] fay that the 
ſupreme Power (whi-h is worth: 10000 of the Snbiadts). fhoukd have the beſt (6- 
curity on its ſide, for'as mnch as Order, the life of: a Commonwealth; is fo beſt 
preſerved; and not ſo: endangered by Tyranny as by faftions, diviſion; tumules,.-. 
power of refiſtance on the .Subicfts part, and this is arcording tothedrift of the : 
Apoſtles reaſons 2g1inſt refiſtancey as beforethey were lai$down.. .  -{; | , ; 
W-ll now'-wito-all-that: hath hitherto! been faid from: Scripture, and Reae. - 
{o1 let Conſcience adde the Oath of Supremary .and: Allegeance ,- allo __ | 
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Proteſtarion, and confider whar dury lyes npon every Sublet by the formerto de-, 
tend the Kings Perſon and righr againſt what power ſo ever, and how by the latter 
he hath prorctted and undercakem before Almighty God, in the firſt place co defend 
the ſame ;- and then whar can Conſcience conclude from the Premitſes 2 thar the: 
Prince hath his power for the good of his people ? True, but that power cannor be 
prevalent for the good and prore&ion of his people, unlefle 1; be preſerved to bim: 
intire, unleffc he harh the power of Deniall, and the chiefe command ot Arms; or- 
that the Prince hath a limitced power, according to che Laws eſtablifk.d? True, 
bur if Couſcience be pecſwaded ke docs nor hold himſclfe within thots b whey {or 
hxed, can it be periwaded alſo chat the people may re-affume thar pow-r they never. 
had ? or takethar ſword ou: ct his hand chat God hath pur inco it? N1, C niience 
w1}l look at that Power as che Qcdinance of God, and che abuſe uf char F.wer as 
ajudgment and ſcourge of God vpen the people, and will uſe nor *.1ms1o reſiſt 
the Ocainance und:r pretence of refifting the abule, bur cryes and prayers to God 
peticions:to the Prince, denials of obedience co his uniaft commands; denialls of 
Subltdies, ayds, and al} iair means char are fic for Subje&s to ufe,ard when done all, 
ifnot fixeceed;will rather fuffer than reſift : ſo woold a-truly imformed Conſcience * 
refolve,, were the Prince indeed what he is ſuppoſtd ro bezand did he dv indeed.as 
the people are made to fear and believe he will do; fo 
Hitherto we have been in the eximinarion of the principle upon! which they gy 
that plead for refiſtance, and we have found both Scripture and Reaſon ſpeak p}ain- 
ly againſt the refifting cven ofabuſed Powers, proteficd enemies to Religion, aftu< 
all ſubverters of the peoples liberties, how much more againſt the relifting of a: 
P rice that -protefleth the ſame Religion 'which we freely enjoy, promiſerh rhe 
maintaining ot that 'amfonr liberties, only upon-aſippefalt be will not ſtandro: 
his words wilt overthrow all. | 
This however it may ſem lefſe reaſonable to.the Statiſt in the way of policy, per« 
mirting as little-as he can'to the'goodnefſe of the Prince or the prouidence of God 
for the fafery of rhe' State; yerought ir ro farivfie a Chriftizr in rhe way of Cone 
ſcience, whieh'wheh it c6mes ro 'a defire:of being ſafe, will notreſt rill-it haves 
ſure ground, which here ir hath againſt reſiſtance Jaid down by: Scripture and: 
Reaſon, even the Apoſtles reaſons fopowerfultagainſt reſtitance, .”wlc © + + 
| Theſartimeot all is this, Conſcience hears ths Apoſtle expreſſely forbidallnn- 
der the higher power to rcfift, findes no other clear Scriprure, ro-limir it, findes 
thzt the limirations giveri will nor confift wich ir, for the reaſhns of chem {rhace 
are drawn from the Ele&ion of the people; and the Covenant ſuppeſed therein,” 
from the neceſſity of-means of ſatery inevery Srare ro provide for it ſelfe) were as 
ffrongin the Romine State av'any, nay, ate fnppoſed by rhvſe'thar urgethem, roy 
be the fundamentalls of every State: and'fo refiltance is forbidden as well here, as 
therein the Romane State; which isalſocteired by che Apoſttesreafons, fhewing 
the power 6f refiffance cannot. bee means” of ſafety, bur ftrikes at:'Otder and' 
poweric {elfe,, he ey au and abu fed powers, as. b*fore 
ofxen infinuated, erefore Confticetiee wilt not dareto 90 apeinlt rc GE 
: C 3: exprelie- 
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expreſſe prohibjtion, leſt it fall mto the 1ndgem-nt dcaounced by him: 


But if there ſhall be any Conſcience as ſtrongly carried away with the name + 


of a Parliament , as the Papiſts are with the name of the Church , and thinking 


Religion may be defended any way, and that upon ſeppofall that their Princeis . 
miaded to change it, (which is another humor of Popcry ) will not be perſwa- . 


ded that the reſiſtance made upon the preſent:ſuppoſall is unlawful , againit Gods 


word, and Reaſon : I am fure ſuch a Conſcience cannot- be truly perſwadsed it is . 


lawfull, dut muſt wana tbat clear ground it ought to have , «{pccially in a matter 
fo exprelly againſt the Apoſtle, and of fuch high concerument as damnatio: + 
muſt needs run bliadly , and headlong by a ſtrange implicit faith upoa fo great 
a hazard. 


SECT: #435 
Ow we come to the application of their principle to the preſent, where 


we muſt enquire according to the ſecond and third Generalls, whether the 
reſiſtance now made'be ſuch as is pretended to-by them 1n ſuch a caſe as they ſup- 


poſed, and then wherher Conſcience can betruly-pcrſwaded the King is ſuch, and . 


10 minded as in the caſe he is ſuppoſed to be. + | 
The chi conſiderations of theſe two Generalls, are matters of fa& : The 


principle was examined by Scripture and Reaſon, theſe admit the iudgment of; 


lenſc, and are cleared by what we hear and fe ;. which judgment of ſenſe is. not 


ſo caſily captivated by an implicit faith as that. of reaſon is, infomuch. as Cor-. 


{cience here cannot be fo blinded but it-may ſee, that (were the principle good on 


which they reſt, yet) this reſiſtance which they make, is not ſuch as 1n the. 
caſe they ſuppoſed him to be, n6t ſuch as onght to be reſiſted according to their 


own grants. | | | 
The ſecond Generall was , That the Reſiſtance now: made, is not ſuch as is pre- 


tonded to by them that plead for it, and thercfore Conſcience cai not be truly per-. 


ſwaded it may lawfully bear part: 1 it, or aſliſt them. that in the purſuit of it 
pretend one thing mo anoth.r, | i 28 
_ It was premiſcd at the beginning, that ſuch a reſiltance ;hould be 912nibus ord. 


nibus regni conſcientibus , agreed upon and undertaken by the gcnerall and unani- - 
mous conſent.gf the whole State, and that it ſhould be only L:girima defenfio, a 


meredefipifive reſiſtance , 'and theſe layd down , not that I admit reſiſtance hoyy- 
ever.conditiqned ( for all that I have fayd before, doth altogether condemne it} 


but according to thzir own grants that plead for it : To this purpoſe it is that 
they lay the King is Yniverſs nrinor , leſſe than the whole State, and every body - 


naturally defends it £' Thereforeif a contention be between the Head and the 


Body, it myſt ja all reaſon be the whole Body that is fet againſt it, and if there 


be ſuch anappaaring againſt the ſupreme Power, as tends to reſiſtance, the con- 
ſent and 1udgment of. the whole Kingdom mult ve "——_ him , or &lſe every pre- 
yailigg faction might inganger the State, by cauſiag ſuch changes and evils as now 

6 | > ! . x res 


The reſolving of Conſcience, ec. 21 
1'ts threatncd with : This is the reaſon of this unreaſonable power of reſiſtance 
in the people. 

Well then, how ſhall Conſcience be perſwaded that this reſiſtance was agreed 
upon by an unanimous and free conſent of the Statcs aſſemt led in the two Hou- 
{es, ſuchas in this caſe may be called the tudemicnt of the whole Kingdom. 

He tiat knows how the Militia ( in which this reſiltance chiefly began ) was 
brought in, with what oppoſition , ſpecially in the Lords Houſe, and Ly waat 
number thcre at length was voted ; alto how the like proceedings of r<{:{tauice, 
that have been votcd ſince, are declared againſt, by a greater number of cach 
Houſe than do remain in either , ſuch as have been caft out, or withdrawa thew.- 
{clvcs upon diſlike of theſe proceedings : can he, I ſay, that knows this (and who 
knows 1t not, that hath eyes aad cars?) be in Conſcicace perſwaded, that this 13 
ſuch an unammous,free and g.acrall conſent,the iudgment of che whole kingdom? 

For though a Vote paſſed uy a few upon the dlace ha's the power and condirioa 
of a Vote tor the fornulity of Law , yet, if the quiſtion be, Was this paſſed in 
full afemtlics ? Did thcy all unanimouſly as one man conſeat uato it 2 Conſct- 
ence canuot be conv aced there is ſuch «ctficacie in the place, as to make a fow, 
the whole,or their agreement to be that iudgement of the wavle Kingdom, that 
unanimous conſent , which mult be j11 the caſe of reſiſtance, ty their acknow- 
I:dgment that plead for it. For were it in this caſe to be held for the tdgement 
of the whole, which is paſſed by a few, th.n would the State be unreaſona! ly 
expoſed to. that danger (avove mentioned ) which every prevailing faction 
might bring upoi 1t uader the pretence of the judgement of the whole 
Kingdome. => 

Again, as Conſcicnce cannot be truley perſwaded that this reſiſtance is agreed 
pon With {ach a generall and unanimo. s conſent, as they themſ-lves pretend to, 
waich plead for this reſiſtanee, ſo can it not truly be perſwaded that this reſi- 
ſtaace 16 ſuch for the mere defenſive way of it, as it ought to be according to their 
grants and pretences that appear for 1*. | 

Conſcicnce here will ſee how to refolve upon the triall of theſe two particu- 
lars, Whether the Fins or they be upoa the defenſive part ? then, Whether ths 
managing of this war, or reſiſta:ce on thur parts, beſo voy of hoſtile afts, as 
the detentive way, which they pretcad to, ought to.be ? ; | 

Conſcience will diſcern whether part is upon the dcfenſive,by inquiring, Firſt, 
Who were firſt ia Arms? He that can number the ſacceſlio:1 of weeks, and 
 moneths in his Alnanack 'may decide this ; He ſha'l finde that armed men were 
thruft into Hzl/, the Kings Arms ſeized againſt his will, the Militia ſet up, and 
by that, the” Kings 'Subiets drawn into Arms, before the King had any 
thing to oppoſe but Proclamations : That ſubſcriptions for Plate, Money , 
Horſe, That lifting of Souldiers for the field, and appointing of Office: s 
of 'the Armie were tegun upon their part, before His MarEeSTI1E 
did the like. Now reſiſtance doth in the word it {clte and in their 
pretence, 'preſappoſe a power and force ' firſt made againſt © them 

ys thew,, 


22 -The reſolviag of Conſaaunce, +c. 
them, whereas it is plain, they were ſtill upon the prevenring- and for chand with 
the King, ftil! fhewed him cxample tor whar he has done fince in the way of: War : 
yer muſt the peoplebelieve he raiſes th: War,and they are upon defence ;' bur con- 
ſcience will not b2 fo forecd. EI ORE I | | 
Secondly, by enguiring whar is the cauſe of thee Arms ? What do chey contend 
for ? And though it be clear, Thar it SabjeAsbefirit in Arms, they cannor beupon 
the defenſive, yet the confideration of the cauſe will more apparently convince ir, 
when Conſcicnce ſhall fee ir is nor for what is pretended, buc for ſomeching rhe 
King has right ro deny, thar this-refiitance iz made, The preſervation of Religion 
and Liberties is pretended , bur can-it be for either ? The King Jcnies them not : 
Their Religion they treely cnj y; and was ir ever known that SubieAs ſhould riſe 
in Arms againſt their Prince tor a Religion which he promiſes to maintain? Or does 
Rcligion ſtand in-need of a defence, which it ſelf condemns,a defence which would 
be aperpecuall ſeardill to it ? It therefore Religion berh- prerence , but no cauls 
of War then is the War raited on their part,the King is upon che defenfive, Or 
can it be'for ancient Righcs and undoudred Priviledges chat they contend ? The 
King de«ics them nor, promiſcrh all ſceuricy, ſo he may cnjay his own ; and God 
forbid thar either he or they fhould faffer m their juſt Righes. Bur would any man 
ever haye deftendedrhe revolt of the ten Tribes, if Rebobyzmnad promilel ro cons 
{crverthcir Liberties ? What ſhall werhen chink of this generall revolt from Alle- 
giance rhar has poſſefled well-neer ten Tribes of rwelve ? They ſuppoſe he will nor 
make good his promiſes, and therefore they will make all fure, feize his Arms and 
Forcs. ſtrip him of all, and-if begin ro ſtir for his own Right ani Digaity,then che 
p2ople mult be made to believe hemakes War againſt his Parliamenr,inrends ro de- 
firay their Liberties, But can any man in Conſcience think his Maieſty fince the 
beginning of this breach was ever in ſuch a condition of ftrengrh as mighr rhreaten 
the Liberty of the Subie&,or deftroy Parliaments,whecn as it was long ere he could 
-with much ado artain to any reaſonable means of ſubfiftence , or to ſuch a ſtrengeh 
whereby he might ſeem to be able ro defend himſelf, £508 
Fo ſpeak truth, Religion and: Liberties can be no other then the ,pretechces 
of this Warre, the King has fortifted them ſo with many As of Grace pafſcd 
this Parliament , rhac they cannot be in that danger which is prerended for 
the raifing of this Warre. It muſt be ſomething thar. his Maiefty does indeed 
deny for which the contention is raiſed : That we ſhall finde ro be his power of 
Arnts Wig oreeriog the Ad;l::iz of rhe Kingdom, his power of denying Jn Par- 
is. diſpofing of the Offices of State, and ſuch Tike ; Alſo the Go- 
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Thereſolving of Conſcience, &e. 25 
holds his right , or is bound by Oath to defend. 

And if we hcarken to the peoples yoice, for that co nly ſpeaks the 
mind of their leaders, we ſhall hear them uſually call chis Warre,aachey did 
| that with the Scores, the Biſhops Warre. His Majeſty has- indeed awayes 

declared againſt the altering of the Government of the Church by Biſhops, 
being ſuch as it alwaycs had ſince the firſt receiving of the Chriſtian Gaith.in 
this land, and of all other Governments ſimply the beſt, if reformed from 
abuſes and corruptions that have grown upon 1t,to the purging out of which 
his Majelty is _ ready to agree. Bu: be it the Biſhops Warre (though 
theabeliſhing of t | | | 


Govecrnmentbe but one of the many inconveniences 
which this power of refiſtancedoth threaten this Land with, and which 
the King has reaſon by power of Arms to divert') whether is it fo jalt in 
SubjeRs by Arms to torcea change of Government which was alwayes-in 
the Church, and by Law cſtabliſhed, as it is inthe King to defend the fame a 
he isbound by Oath? it is clear which of the two are upon to defenfive. 

_ - The ſecondparticular by which the defenſive way ef this refiſtance is ts 
be examined, was the managing of this Watrre on their parts, whether ſn 
void of afts of Heltility as that defenſive way ſhould be which they pretend 
to. Davids refiſtance made againſt Saw! is frequently alledged by them, 
which example , though it willnot countenance their cauſc(as was ſhewed 

| beforc) yet _ it telltbem their demeanour ſhould be antwerable. He of- 

4" fered no at of violence te Saw/, but ſtill gave placc and withdrew from 

| him: the Spear indeed and the Cruſe David took away from the Kings 

head, but it was only to ſhew eLbrers negle&t who had the Command of 

Saxts Militia, and to teſtifie his ewn integrity,- therefore he reſto: ed them 

before they were-demanded, 1.Sam.26. | | } £7 | 

Brit now theKings Spear and his:Cruſe, his Ammunition and his neceſo 
fary Proviſions are taken away, intercepted , not reſtored though often de- 
manded, uſed againft him with all advantage; nay he- is Rript of the very 

power and command of Arms, his Officers and Miniſters thruft out , and o- 

ther ſubltituted, and by thenyhis people drawn into Arms againſt him, 

 Alſoby theſe that are inrefiftanceagainſt the xing,his Loyable and peace» 
able Subjects arc affauled, deſpoiled of: their Arms,'Goods, Eſtates; their 
impriſoned, becauſe 'they would according to their Allegeance afſift 
imin'this extremity, cr would not, conitrary to their Conſcx:nee, joyn 
with them againſt him. What Conſcience that will net follow: this way 
with a ftnpid implicit faith can be perſwaded that this Warre is the defence 
of the SWjcfts Libatics, CE them? won 


26 Thereſolving.of Conſcience, exc. 
it isa mere retiſtance or withſtan.ling of a force firſt made againſt them, and 


-ngt rather a violent illation or.bringing in of :vtce upon thoſe that wers 


diſpoſe to-peace. Therefore no:conſcience.t22t ha'sadenſe of Religion, or 
of thatwhich-isjuſtand righthetween man and man,? can beara part inthis 
Feliltanee; for fear otthat.lentence of:iamnation which the A pottle ha's lai 
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:d:4t:in the Jaft place, if Ganfeience could be perſwaded,, that it 11s lavw- 
7 6x 075 "ones ch &caſe eas they make; to:take Arms and refit, and that this 
riltdgiinAfms infich adefentive rafiitance, as in fuch a cafe they ſeem to 
pretend to, yet how will it be per{waded that the Caſe is now, that is , That 
theKing is ſuch as-the-people mult be made to believe he is,unlefſe it will as 
deſperately offend againſt the rule of Charine, in ſo.concluding upon the 
King, as it: docs agatnſt the rule off Faith and perſwaſian, in admitting ſo un- 
groundedda principleas ts now reſted on for reſiſtance : ſo that fuch a. Con- 
{cience ſhall have 11 its perſwaſion neither certainty of Rule ; for the prin- 
ciple it gocs-0n is falſe, nor certainty of. the Caſe, for it knows not the heart 
of the King, to con. lude for reſiſtance upon ſuppoſals of his intentions ; an 
inksgudgement i: will be altogether void of Charitic.. ' - | 
, Indeedit concerns all uct as willrefilt ypon the principles now taught 
toxender their Prince odjous to his people under the hatefull notions of Ty- 
rant, Subverter of Religien, and Laws, a Perſon not tobetruſted, or at leaſt 
as one {educed to ſuch evill defigres, by wicked Counſell. But what ? Hath 
this King forbid the exerciſe of the Religion eſtabliſhed, orleft off: to pro- 
feſſc it himſelf? hath be dilclaiined his trult , or not upon all occaſions pro» 
miſcd Juſtice and libertie to his Subje&s? 

Yea! but they, have cauſe totcar Popery will prevail, and that he will no: 
Rand to his promites. It ſeems they are menthat would be loath to ſutter for 
their Religion, they.are ſo ready-to fly to Arms to ſecure themlelves ; But 
ſhall ſubjects rife in Arms againſt their Prince upen tuch remote fears and 
-jcaloulirs 85 theſe will appear to be? When can tuch be wanting in turbu- 
Icat minds?.W hen ſhall the Priuce be aflured of fafety ? This was the way 
that David himſclf-was ſhaken out of his throne,and driven from /er»/alens 
by, 1b/#/ors: This cunning Revhellſtcales away their hearts by raifing jealou- 
fiesjn thetn and- an cyill opinion of Davids government,. 2. San. I 5+ 3» 
Sptpe ground, it ſeems, he had for his. treacherous plea , through the negli+ 

* 1} gence . 


The reſolving of Cooſcience, cc, 7 
ence of thoſe that were under David; but it was his viffanie to make uf© 
of it tothe alicnating of the people from their King, Accordingly let us 
now conſider what {lender gronnds onr. people have tor their fears and jea- 
louſtes, then whatſccuritie they have and might h:ve againſt them , that 
1t may appear how-cauſelefle thoſe jealouſies are in themſelves, how wnjuſt 
cauſes of this reſiſtance, © - F228] 

If we:examine the fears and jcalouſies that have. poſſefied the people 
we.ſhallfind themto be ratſed'uSonthele or the like grouds., Reports of 
forratn Power tobe brought in, The' Queens Religion, The refort:of 7 a-. 
pi/ts to his Majeſty, His intercepting of means ſent for the relict of re- 
land, from whence the people by their good treachers are made to helizve, 
that he means to cnſjave thus people; reeſtablith Popery, and does comply 
with the Rebells: | ro i 1 O 

1 anſwer to all which 1.necded not tofay mare then what 21ichiel Ar- 
changelto the devy] that arch-accuſer, The Lord rebuke thee, 1ude g. but 
in particular; For ſuch reports of invaſions from abroad, as were , before 
the ſetting up of the Milttia, given butto keep the-people: amitſed , the 
caficr to draw them into apoſtare of deſenceas waspreterided,all ſuch are- 
diſcovered by time tÞ have becn vain; if there benow;any ferraurayds tos * 
wards the King (as all Chriſtian Kings'cannot: biit think-themſelves con» | 
cerned in thecauſe) it will be as Juft forhimitouſe thom1 againſt ſubjects | 
now in Arms,as-it was unjult in the Baro/s to call in the-Zrexch againſt 
theie natural Kings-* }.ci6 2 tn ld pon id 14 27 2:1! Li: 

For the; Queens Majeſtic; Her Religion ixnonew canſe , iF it be a ſaitti<. + 
cient cauls of Jealoulic totherp, they have had-it from her firſt entrance; I: 
would to God it wereotherwitfe with het , that it would pleaſe the Lord | 
to open her eyes that ſhe may ſee the truth and light of the ProteſtantRe- 
ligion: only this I muſt fay,this 1$not the way to draw her to it, if ſhe look 
at & inthe dofrigbgand practices of:theſetitucy ſhe is hot like fo.-fallin 
laxgwinhik:. ico of. od oo re 07 df fn > IESTE [29502 24S 

For $i eneſore of:Papiſts, and the Kings entertaining: tham;; He hath-- 
often declared : what caution -he defired: to-ule therein; -till neceſſitic;- 
bath drixen hinxto admit ef ſome few: into his Army., which alſo- he 
anſwered laely.i! Let: me. adde this: concerning” the chuftricde: of cit-y If. 
he hath entextajnge: any- 4nfo- thisj ſervice!” be my: JuMly'thake ule .- 
of: them, We ſee-what: manner;of (mcep were} gathered\to, David in - 
his drltreſſe , 1. Sam. 32.2. and'how falſe. Ziba bringing proviſion tb 
the King when he fied from 2 » Was entertained and rewarded, 
4 ) 2 Ihe 


= 
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inſomuch that the x ing ( when afterward: lie knew how Zibatad abu» 
fed him to gain his own ends) would not reverſe the ſentence pro- 
nounced in his favour; If therefore in this diſtreſſe after much for- 
berrance our x ing hath admitted the help of ſome Reculants , it cannot 
bealledged as a cauſe of the reſikmnce was a cauſe of & ; and if che Pa- 


pift will ſhew himſelfe a good SubjeR, it is juſt and reaſonable that the- 


xing when he is put to it, may admict of hs help, and the more ſhamcit 
is for them that profefſe the Proteiiant Religion to force him to it; a 


ſcandall that would not caſily be wiped off from onr Religion , wero it to. 


tand or fall, by the dodirines of this giddic Age. 


"Laſtly, His Majeſtic hath written cnough for the clearing himſclfe: 
from thoſe falſe and odions imputations laid upon him 12 relation: te the 


Triſh bulineſſe. I have onely thus much te ſay, concerning any- thing taten- 
ded for therelief of Zreland, It _—_— —_—_— ſhould want it there, 
_— more plitietull ;: the xing fhould:be forced to make uſe of it 


 -Itishot long fince our neighbour Nation brought aw Army into the 
Northern parts of this kingdome tothe great detriment of the inhabj-" 


rantsthere ; and! it was excuſed by! invincible neceſſitic, which! drove 


them hither. . The neceffitic his Majeſty was driven to is ſafficiently 
a 7) IT; II taking his own where he meets with it, 

it fromhis ſervice abroad to that which more noarly concer- 
nedhimat home. And when his Arms, Moneys, and Previſions are ſeifed - 


and drawing 


on wherever they be found intended for him}, and ittployed agdinft him 


in\Warre, the Lerd knows how wa; ap re not: be lawfall 'for - 


to take ſome part of them where he 


' it for” his "neceſſary de-. 


| Tideod the diſtrls of: Swlor by the help of wicked Pamphicts 


his Pe. pple; but apon whoſcaccount the-heavie reko of that negle- 


» 


any nan in conſcience may eaſily diſcern, that ſees what ſafficienrand rex 


ſoriable thoang mighthavebeenhad forthe ſecurity of Riligion and Tit 


betties, and far the redrefſeof alljuſt grievances before this time. 


is the next thirig conſalerable * 'What his Majeſty: tiath done and - 
profcred-to- cxeingt theſe ſerupules of fears and jeatoutics out of his - 


FT Fox 


hath been uſed as a great engine to weaken the xings reputation* with: 
will ba kid; together with-the diſturbance of 'this kingdome, 


——— 
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For Religion, 1f it be a new frame they contend for, I muſt acknowledge 
hee declares againſt all ſuch ; bur if rhey defire the continuance of that true 
Proteſtant Religion, which hath bin protefſed without interruption frem the 
beginning of the Queens gayes,and citabliſhed by the Lawes ef this Land, 
that he undertakes to maintainegthat he hath proteſted in the head of his Ar- 
my to defend, For matter of Church-governement and diſcipline he hath of- 
feredany juſt reformation;even with a reſpe& to tender conſciences in point 
of ecremony, hath eften called His two Houſes to the worke in drawing up 
the grievances to ſome head, For priviledges of Par/iaments and Liberty of 
SubjeRs hee hath giventhem the like promiſes with the deepeſt Proteltati- 
ons; and by an excellent moderatio 1, amidſt the prefſures and neceſſities of 
Warre, bath ſhowen what reſpe& he hath to the property and liberty of the 
Subz:&. Laſtly, For his choyſe of Officers of State, he hath promiſed to ad- 
mit any juit go__—_ and thereupon to relinquiſh the perſon;aud as an aſſus. 
rance of all chis,hath fo far condeſcended as to take away Star-Chamb. High 
Commutlion, Bithops votes, &c. and che Continuznce of this Parliament, & 
che conſtant returne ofa Trieniall;And now after all theſe promiſes and pro- 
teſtations and ſo many expreſſions of grace, can any man in conſcience think 
there was yetplacelefc for Propoſitions of ſuch oocaliny concernment, thac 
except they be granted this kingdome muſt be imbroyled in a Ciuill War, & 
the reliefe of Frelend negleed? I ſpeake not this to caſt any blemiſh upon. 


' the wiſdome of the great Councell, or upon their deſires and endeavours to 


gaine a great ſecurity tothe publicke : but I would co God, the King were 
once thought worthy to bee truſted a little, and that the Conſciences of hig 
Subjefts wete more refpe&ed, which cannot ſo eafily be commanded into a 
relittanee, being very tender in the points'of damnation, and taught out of 
Gods Word, Not toraiſe ſo much 45 41 evill thought againſt the King, Eccl. 
10. muchleſſe to lift up an armed hand, 

Every mans Conſcience now is ſolici:ed to adhere eithir tothe King in 
this great cauſe, or to Joyne with pRg ca in making reſiſtance : To draw it 
from Allegiance; tongues are fet on fire of hell, which blaſt His Majeſties 
AQions and Declarations, and books written by he]lifh ſpirits, enenues co 
peace and quietnefle, are ſuffered to iſſue forth into every corner of the Land 
to peſſeſſe the people,that his promiſes are but words, his Acts of grace were 
forced, he will not ftand te them It ſeemes chan he mglt by force of Armes. 
be compelled to be willing, Bur let us ſce whether a conſcience that defires 
eo: be ſafe can be ſoperſwaded in Judging the ations and intentions of him 
{to whom it owes the higheſt duty under God)as firſt to conclude he intends 
not as he promiſes, and th:reupon to reſolve for reſiſtance? No, it will di« 
xed& ie ſelfc by the rule of Charity, which is, not raſhly to conclude upon the 
Heart which it knoweth not, vr te thial = wil; 0Y EI 
Who $24 ces & 
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berwixt two, as in caule, it will holJ:herule of indiffcrency, impartially to 
conſider the ations of both, Conſcience therefore thac Ir, may þe.nformed 
of his Mzjzfties intentions, wi'lic look upan him ar ſuck a diltance as Loudon! 
and read lim only ip thoſe horrid relations cnat iſſue thence, and concerve of 
him 2s they r& \rthimto tiep. ople ? or will it conſider ſome failiugs that 
neceſſity hs inforeed, or other accidentall occurrences have vccaſionce,. 
- and from thele conclude intentions to him, contrary to all his proniles and: 
Proteſtations ? This would be foq partiall, zgoomncharitable ; Confience' 
ought *alwaye$to be tender in Ju.'ging upon other mens intengions, eſpeci- 
ally choſe of the Prince; and thoſe tobe concluded ag.cvill, and cobe made a 
ground for reliftance, which runs the'hazard of Damnarion.. In che 2 Chr. 
c. 21,10, Libua" is {aid torevol: fromche King of Judah becauſe hee had 
forſaken che Lord; a Text that is objeRed to us,and thould have buy/aulwered 
in the firſt part-bu: it 1s impertinentas all the reft are,tor it neither proves the 
principle, That it. js lawfull for the people to revolt when the King forkes 
Religion, but ſhewes that ſnch cevolt is a puniſhment from God upon ſuch a 
King, though a ſinne in the people : Nor doth it come home to the Cale ; for 
there the King had forſaken ; here is onely ſuppoſall that he will, andxhat 
*roundlefic*andunconſcionable too, For as thege was enoughin David to 
| ue $ theſe Teafouſies upon which chat revellion ofthe people tollowin g Abe, 
ſalory was gronnded, ſo is there ou the Kings part, to dire&t conſcience againſt 
chis deſperate miieharitable iu 'gmcnt, if it look at thoſe many Atts of grace 28 
new additions*ed thee ſecurity, by which this Scate ba's ſo long ſtood, and 
from them concliide, He'would not an a faire way deny any thing reaſonable, 
If it eonfider thoſe mafiy promiſes Rrangthened with che deepelt proceltati- 
ons, enforced with d efir 65 of lucceſle from God Egg to his iuſt inten- 
tio.;s, and all theſe, 'asproceeding from a King, under ſuch afiftion,in fuch; 
danger, after luch ſuccefle and experience of Gods Projethion,app! oring there 
bythe reality and ſincerity of his heart ; What con ſciencecan.hexe conclude 
contrary intentions in himand notthink it blaſphemerh ( od and che-King 2 
" Furthermote, as con/cience;will notbe uacharitable when it iadgerh pO, 
the intentions of another. mans heart, ſo neither will ic be parciall when ie 
iudgeth berween two,unto w: ich of theen it ſhould incline : and therfore he 
that is abuſed to believe amiſle of his King and ſolicited to enter thigwyay of. 
reſiſtance, is highly concerned firſt to conſider, whether they alſo chat.areche. 
the main direttours of it,and to whom he would adhere, doe diſcharge theic: 
truſt they are called to, I lay ſuch an one, unlefſe he will refigae up his faith ts, 
men,and receivetheir dictates as the immediate rule of his its an muſt; 
conſider whether all be uſt and honeft that ts done in that way2 whether-to 
diveſt the King of the power of Armes and touſe them againtt him be ta dee, 
{2nd his perſon, Rights, and dignity ?.W hecher the forcing of the Subietts' 
; a WE. pro 


The reſolving of Conſcience. 3k 
property,to the adyancing of this relitiance, and the impriſonipy of theirp. r- 
fans for denyall, be the maintaining cf the i 1ght and liberty of the Subiect e 
whe. h.x the ſuffering of 1 » many Sets co vent cheir doctrines with fuch 11- 
berty, and to commit unſuferabl. outrages upon tl e v-orſhip of God, with 
tuch hcentioulnefle, be a defending of Region and the eltablithed worthip 
of t'1is Church 2 All theſe durics every Suvtect refpectively is bound to dil- 
charge, audrhe neglect of them His Maictty has chiefly charged upon thofe 
that he conc. 1ves the chick: direAuu $ and Actours in this reſiſtance mae a- 
gainſt him, and every ma 11n conſcience ought {erzoully to contiver it, 

The necellity of the Commery wealth 1s pretended to defend the not. de- 
fending of the premiſes ; when as no neceſſity may exculz any failings on 
the Kings par, as it his promiſes, by which he [tands obliged to his Subiects, 
did not tuppoſe they for their parts alſo thould performe :; I know pot how 
ſome particular men may be engaged and contract a neceſſity of retiſting, or 
ſeeking tafety by Armes ; but I im perſwa-leJ, no man in Conſcicnce can 
thinke 1t a neceſſity of the Common- wealti1 to have all confounded, or of a : 
Chrittian to run the hazardof damnation by refifting. My conſcience tells 
me, and will theirs one day tell chem, how much they have to an{we tor not 
improving that grace and wHlingnefle, they bal expertcnce of in HisMai:- 
itic and might till have found 11 him, to the ſpeedy and happy Reformation 
of this Church and State ; I pray God to give them Conſcenc.s truely in- - 
lightned, and bowels truly compaſſionate, hit they may ſpeedily and feelnz- 
ly be ſenlible ef the miſeries this Land grones under, and f?;'t fly examine 
how fas they are anſwerable for them,by reieting luch re i- 1.2 meanes of : 
{ecurity, as they mighr have had for the lafety of this State, eres, - 

And now it there be any one that will run the hazar\{ of this reſiſtance, I 
deſire he wonld firſt ſet his Conſcience before the Triounall of Cod, where 
3c mult appeare, and conſider whether it will excuſe him there;when he ha*s 
ſhed the bloud of others, and expended hisowne, to ſay, I verily ſuppoſed 
and believed my Prince would change Rehgion,overthrow-our Liberttes, I 
mult tell him it will not be fate for him to preſent ſuch a Conſcience ar that 
barre, a Conſcience that wanted the rule of Faith to warraut and perſwade 
the lawfulneſle of refiſtance upon ſuch-a ſuppolall, a Conſcience that wan= 
ted the certainty of perſwaſion that the Princes heart (which God onely 
knowes) was ſo inclined, a Conſcience that wanted the judgement of cha= 
rity, in concluding ſuch intentions in the King notwithitandiag all his pro» - 
miſes and deepeſ? proteſtations made in the time of his trouble, without 
which Charity all is nothing though he layes downe (as he thinkes) his tife + 
for Religion. Such a Conſcience I muit needs conclud:; fintull, and lysble --- 
to that which the Apoklle threatens unto Refittance, Damna: jon. 
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